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To: Select Board / f// ) A b i‘f(f,f, 7 ‘;)})
John Musante, Town Manager L,{ o In :-':3:7 !
From: SandraJ. Burgess, Town Clerk u;,;f LJJ\JL - AR
Date:  January 7, 2011 ut'""%u,:f’!«f UL\ fu
Re: Precinct 1 Polling Location ““"'%a;,ffgz‘/

North Congregational Church is currently the polling location for Precinct 1 voters, and as you
they decided recently not to continue to operate as a church.

Given the uncertainty regarding future use of the North Congregational Church facility, the Board
of Registrars is recommending that the Select Board designate the Immanuel Lutheran Church as
the new polling location for Precinct [ voters,

Immanuel Lutheran Church is currently the polling location for Precinet 3 voters and will easily
accommodate a second polling place.

I have spoken with an authorized representative from the church received their approval for the
facility to be used for Precinct 1 and Precinct 3voters, if that is what the Select Board chooses o
do.

Chapter 54, Section 24 provides that the Select Board, if it determines the public convenience
would be better served, can designate a polling place in another precinct of the town,

Chapter 54, Section 24 further requires that the Select Board designate the polling place for a
voting precinct at least 20 days before an Annual Town Election.

The statute also requires that the Select Board cause printed descriptions of such polling place to
be posted in such public places in such precinet as they determine and give notice by mail to each
residence of one or more registered voters therein. I would propose that since [ have that
information that the Town Clerk's office takes responsibility for this.

Therefore I would recommend that such designation be made as soon as possible to allow optimum
time for posting and notification of voters.

Please call me at 259-3035 or e-mail me at burgesss@amherstma.gov if you have any questions.
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"Section 24. The aldermen In cities, except where city charters provide otherwise, and the selectmen of towns divided
into voting precincts, shall, twenty days at least before the biennfal state or annual or blennlal city election and ten
days at least before any special election of a state or city officer thereln, designate the poliing place for each voting
precinct and cause It to be sultably fitted up and prepared therefor. In a city or town which has provided voting booths
such booths may be placed in the public ways of such city or town, provided sald ways are left reasonably safe and
convenient for public travel, It shall be in a public, orderly, and convenient portion of the precinct; provided, however
that if the aldermen or sefectman determine that the public conventence would be better served, the aldermen may -
designate a polling place in an adjacent precinct of a city, and the selecimen may designate a polling place In another
precinct of 2 town or may house all polling places In a single building within the town. In any city or town, If the polling
places for two or more precincts are located in the same bullding and the total number of registered voters in any such
two or more precincts does not exceed three thousand, only one set of election officers need be appointed for such
precincts, but separate ballot boxes and voting lists for each precinct shall be used. If, in a town.of five precincts or
less, all of which are located in one bullding, the selectmen so vote, only one warden need be appointed to supervise
all such precincts, and the pumber of inspactors shall be determined by the selectmen, without disturbing the balance
between the political parties. There shall, however, be one clerk appolnted for each such precinct. Alceholic beverages
shall not be sold In any portion of a bullding which ts designated as a polling place, during voting hours or while ballots
ara being counted therein. When the polling places have been designated in the ¢ity of Bosten, the board of election
commissioners of said city may post In such places as it may determine a printed description of the polling places
designated and may glive further notice thereof; and when the polling places have been designated In any ¢ther city or
in any town, the aldermen of such city in at teast five public places in each precinct thereof, and the selectmen of such
town in at least three public places in each precinct thereof, shall forthwith post a printed description of the polling
places designated and may.give further notice thereof. When a polling place in a voting precinct s changed from one
locatlon to another, the board of election commissioners In the clty of Boston, the aldermen in any other city or the
selectmen fn any town shall cause printed descriptions of such polling place to be posted-in such publlc places in such
precinct as they determine and shall glve notice by matl to each residence of one or more registered voters therein,




